
 

Age of Radiotherapy Machines in England, July 2021 

Radiotherapy4Life carried out a freedom of information (FOI) request in September 2019 to 

understand the ages of radiotherapy machines (LINACS) in service in centres in England.  

As reported in The Times: 

• 46% of trusts are using outdated linear accelerator (LINACS) machines beyond their recommended 

10-year lifespan 

• In total, 57 of the 272 Linac machines used this year are 10 or more years old. One of them that is 

still in operation has been used for 17 years 

Analysis July 2021 

Using the data in the September 2019 FOI results and information from the UK Radiotherapy Industry 

Taskforce, it is concluded that there are currently approximately 64 LINACS that are over 10 years old, 

in service in radiotherapy centres in England. And in 2 years, there are 48 more LINACS that will reach 

the recommended lifespan of 10 years.  

A written question tabled by Tim Farron on 8th March 2019, shows that the £130 million funding 

allocated to the Linear Accelerator programme 2016 – 2019, funded 69 replacement LINACS, 13 

upgraded LINACS and 7 treatment planning systems.  

In July 2020, the 6 point plan recommended a £140 million investment to replace aging LINACS 

https://147707e3-0db1-4d76-aad9-509c9a89aa20.filesusr.com/ugd/4fcdc3_d6cef6d7bc874d8a80a1cd4217f2f4ae.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/half-of-nhs-trusts-use-obsolete-radiotherapy-machines-which-are-far-less-effective-at-treating-cancer-md5jhqkhv
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2019-03-08/230081
https://e8604b0e-5c16-4637-907f-3091e4443249.filesusr.com/ugd/4fcdc3_50d7f2b1bc5f4750a2f20fc81c70cdf7.pdf

